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Walsh University Health and Wellness Fair
February 10, 2011

Safe Communities joined Walsh University in their annual Health
and Wellness Fair. Coalition volunteers were on hand to put
participants through our Intoxiclock Program, which is a BAC

calculator. This is a hands on activity that vividly demonstrates
how a person’s level of intoxication changes with increasing
levels of alcohol ingestion and the rate at which the body
metabolizes alcohol. Because people often are mistaken about the amount of
alcohol it takes to reach a specific level of blood alcohol concentration and they
also underestimate the time it takes for the body to eliminate alcohol from the
body, many think they are okay to drive when in fact they are not. The
Intoxiclock program is one way to demonstrate the dangers of drinking and
driving.
We also used a new computer program in which we tested the brake reaction
times of participants. After they were given their reaction time, they were asked
to do it one more time while texting or talking with a friend to see what

happened to their reaction time. People were amazed how much slower 3\

their reaction time was when they attempted to multi-task. The
importance of focusing your attention on driving was enforced by this
activity.

Stark County Traffic Officer of the Year Award
February 25, 2011
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Safe Communitses attended the FOP Awards and Retirement
: ‘ Banquet to present our first annual Traffic
Officer of the Year Award. This year's winners
were Trooper Johnnie Maier from Ohio State
Highway Patrol and Officer Eric R. Brown from Canton
Police. Awards of Excellence were also given to Sgt. Ron
Perdue of the Stark County Sheriff's Office, Officer Brandon
Allensworth of Louisville Police Department and Officer Josh
Escola of the Jackson Township Police Department. All of
these officers go over and above what is expected to

promote traffic safety in our county and should be
commended.



Mount Union University
Spring Break Car Check
March 1,2011

Stark County Safe Communities joined with Mount Union University, GAMMA and AAA to
conduct free car checks on students’ vehicles before they left for spring break. In addition to
making sure their vehicles were safe before heading out on the roadways, students received

information, t-shirts, candy, vehicle window clings, whistles, pens and many other items all with
a traffic safety message.
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TIPS Server Training
March 4, 2011

Esber Beverage, the Stark County Sheriff's Office, Ohio [nvestigative Unit,
Stark County Anti Drug Coalition and Safe Communities partnered to
provide free TIPS training for local bars and restaurants. This training is
nationally certified and helps to train owners, managers and employees in
the safe sale and service of alcohol as part of our CARES program. The
training is courtesy of Esber Beverage and is very beneficial to the
businesses, the employees and also for lowering the number of
impaired driving crashes in Stark County. Ohio Investigative Unit was on
hand to answer any questions the participants had and everyone was
given free educational materials, napkins and coasters.

Louisville YMCA Healthy Kids Day
April 4, 2011

The Louisville area YMCA held a Healthy Kids Day in April and Safe Communities was on hand to
make safety bracelets with the young people and talk with families about the importance of proper
restraint use for the entire family, as well as addressing prom and graduation safety with the families of
teens. It was a fun event with lots of displays, activities, food and crafts for the whole family.

High School Seat Belt Checks
April - May 2011

Safe Communities partnered with Aultman Hospital, local law enforcement agencies and fire
departments to conduct surprise seat belt checks at 6 of our local high schools in preparation for the
prom and graduation season. These events stress to students how important seat belt use is to them
and to the community. Students who drove onto or out of the parking lot with their seat belt correctly on,
were given a ticket for a prize drawing of gift cards. These events were made possible by generous
donations from Bell Stores, GetGo, Sheetz and Cain Toyota. Participating schools included R.G.
Drage, Alliance H.S. Perry H. S., Tuslaw H.S., St. Thomas H. S. and Jackson Township H.S. Over
1700 students were checked and the overall seat belt use was 94%. Great job students!




Stark State Open House
April 10, 2011

Safe Communities volunteers worked the Stark State Open House, greeting potential
students and their families at the door and giving them a bag that included a traffic safety
message to collect all the information from the college. We also set up a table and display
at the entrance to the event and distributed traffic safety materials to all interested parties. o (OULEGE
We were able to greet and speak with over 350 people about Safe Communities and the 5

importance of traffic safety. "

North Canton YMCA Healthy Kids Day
April 16, 2011

Safe Community volunteers set up at the North Canton YMCA's Healthy Kids Day and
P made safety bracelets with the children. Children and parents were both educated on the
= % importance of proper restraint use for all family members during every car trip. The event was

L o well attended and there was fun to be had by all.

Start Smart Program - Canton South High School
April 27, 2011

The coalition, along with many of our member agencies, partnered to put on the Start Smart Program at
Canton South High School for the prom and graduation season. We took our Start Smart Cart (Impaired
Driving Vehicle) and set up an obstacle course in the gym that students could drive through. The vehicle
shows students how it feels to lose control of a vehicle and the consequences of a delayed reaction when
driving. We also used the fatal vision goggles with the students so they could experience the effects of
alcohol. The new Brake Reaction Timer was also used with students to show them how texting or the
simple activity of talking with a friend can slow their reaction time when driving.

Start Smart Program - Perry High School
May 3, 2011

Safe Communities volunteers and member agencies took the Start Smart Program to
Perry High School as part of their week long prom/graduation safety program. The Start
Smart Vehicle and obstacle course was set up in the school gym and students had the
opportunity to drive our course, giving them the experience of driving impaired. We also
used the Brake Reaction Timer, Distracted Driving Game and the Fatal Vision Goggles
with students during the day. During the week Perry High School also had a wrecked
vehicle displayed and distributed thumb bands to remind students not to text while driving.

Prom/Graduation Assemblies
Safe Communities was able to provide prom/graduation speakers for safety assemblies to R.G.
Drage, GlenOak, Washington H.S., and East Canton H.S. Andrew Hayes of Selfhope and Kelli
Ooten spoke at assemblies to Junior and Senior students. Both Andrew's and Kelli's messages
made an impact on the students who heard them not only about impaired driving, but on how decisions you
make can change your life and the lives of others in a very negative way. We would like to thank Andrew
and Kelli for sharing their stories. It is not easy for them to do this, but they both feel it is important to do
what they can to see their story does not have to happen to anyone else.



TIPS Server Training
May 6, 2011

Esber Beverage, the Stark County Sheriff's Office, Ohio Investigative Unit, Stark County Anti Drug Coalition
and Safe Communities partnered to provide free TIPS training for local bars and restaurants. This training

is nationally certified and helps to train owners, managers and employees in the safe sale and service of
alcohol as part of our CARES program. The training is courtesy of Esber Beverage and is very beneficial to

the businesses, the employees and also for lowering the number of impaired driving crashes in Stark
County. Ohio Investigative Unit was on hand to answer any questions the participants had and everyone
was given free educational materials, napkins and coasters.

=

Q92'S Students for Sobriety Program at Central Catholic High School
May 13, 2011

Safe Communities and may of its member organizations joined with Q92 and Central Catholic for the annual

Students for Sobriety Program Q 92 sponsors. The event included a live broadcast from the school, prizes,

activities, education and fun. The event took place in the gym with OSHP setting up an obstacle course for

students to navigate on pedal scooters while wearing Fatal Vision Goggles. The Brake Reaction Timer and

Fatal Distraction Game was used with students to demonstrate how texting and other distractions can affect

someone's driving ability. Andrew Hayes from Selfhope spoke to the students and spoke on-air, and

shared his story of impaired driving consequences. On air interviews were done with Chief Pomesky and

other members of the Perry Police Department, Lt. Wiertz from OSHP, Judge Elum and Safe Communities
so the message of the event reached many more people than just the students at the school. Q 92 holds
this program each year at a different high school and it is very effective in getting students involved with

addressing the problems they face, especially during prom and graduation season.

STARK COUNTY SEAT BELT CHALLENGE
May 21, 2011

Safe Communities, OVI Task Force, Perry Police Dept, Stark County Sheriff's Office, Pro Football Hall of
Fame, Canton City Health Department, Ohio Army National Guard and the Aultman Health Foundation held
the Annual Seat Belt Challenge at the Pro Football Hall of Fame as the National Click It Or Ticket Kickoff in
Stark County. Thirty-six teams registered to compete in the Challenge which consists of a timed obstacle
course that contains elements of impaired driving and seat belt use. Winning teams were Central Catholic
H.S. (boys' team), Northwest Cheerleaders (girls' team) and Canton City Health Department (adult team).
Winning teams received a large rotating trophy and winning student teams received Cedar Point Tickets.
All participants got a Seat Belt Challenge T-shirt, Seat Belt Challenge mug, HOF admission, Sluggers &
Putters passes, pizza, and goody bags filled with many items. Al participants got free popcom, cotton
candy and were eligible for free prize drawings. Additional activities at the event were a Vertical Jump
contest, rock climbing wall, and football toss game. Other generous sponsors include the Arthur Middleton
Foundation, Crons, Sluggers & Putters, Pizza Oven, Canton Chair Rental, Lasting Impressions, Esber
Beverage, Buckeye Security, Inc. AutoZone, O'Reilly Auto Parts, Waikem Honda, Ohio Auto Club,
Advanced Auto Parts, Red Carpet Car Wash, Sheri's Sweets, Thatsa Wrapp, Dumont's Sporting Goods,
IAEM, Fitness Quest, Rego's Sporting Goods, Stahlheber's Inc. It was a beautiful day for fun and education
and students and adults both leamed about the importance of seat belts and driving sober!






